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Logline Under 25 Words 
 
A young girl decides to face her fears and fight back against the Sucker, a monster 
that lives in her woods. 
 
 
Logline 
 
A 10-year-old girl, Betsy, is told that a monster, which likes to eat little blonde girls 
like her, lives in her woods. She decides instead of being afraid of the monster, or 
the Sucker as she calls it, she will capture it before it can get her. The film 
chronicles her attempts at trying to capture this fictitious monster and is wrapped in 
underlying themes of facing her fears and growing up. 
 
 
Synopsis 
 
At a neighborhood campfire, Betsy, a ten-year-old girl, hears a story about a 
monster called the Sucker that lives in her woods and likes to eat blond girls like 
her. After finding evidence of the monster, Betsy decides to hunt it. She sets various 
traps with the help of her friend, Travis.  
 
The two are patient, waiting for one of the traps to go off. One night, Betsy stays 
out too late in the woods, and in a hurry to get back to her house loses her favorite 
stuffed animal who is her trusty hunting companion. The next day, Travis is fed up 
waiting for one of the traps to go off and wants to play elsewhere. But Betsy finds 
the arm of her stuffed animal, covered in Sucker slime, and wants to pursue the 
hunt even stronger. But Travis is just too bored and doesn’t understand why Betsy is 
so obsessed with the Sucker; he abandons Betsy for more interesting endeavors.  
 
Upset and alone, Betsy becomes disheartened. Upon seeing her in this condition, 
Betsy's older brother, Kyle, decides to let her in on one of his secrets; he knows 
how to defeat the Sucker because he too once hunted the monster. Armed with her 
new knowledge, Betsy returns to the woods one last time to get the Sucker. She 
succeeds and is reunited with her favorite stuffed animal.
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Online Resources 
 
Production Blog 
 
http://www.suckerthefilm.blogspot.com 
 
 
Indiegogo.com Campaign 
 
http://www.indiegogo.com/sucker 
 
 
Trailer 
 
http://www.vimeo.com/kfetsic/suckertrailer 
 
 
Twitter Account 
 
http://www.twitter.com/suckerthefilm 
 
 
Youtube: Behind the Scenes  
 
http://www.youtube.com/suckerthefilm 
 
 
Publicity Article: The Chronicle Telegram 
 
http://chronicle.northcoastnow.com/2011/03/08/after-hollywood-internship-
vermilion-native-readies-own-film/ 
 
 
Director’s Filmography 
 
http://www.vimeo.com/kfetsic 
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Director’s Statement 
 
In my experience as a film student I have found that student films can be very dramatic, 
packed with themes that college students themselves are struggling with; they are stories of 
the search for love, purpose, and identity. Through working on and making my own of 
these types of films, I've found that these types of films they are heavy and cumbersome, 
not only to watch but also to produce. For my final film at Ithaca College, I decided to 
stray away from these themes and attempt to produce a film that was as much fun for my 
audience to watch as it would be for myself and my crew to work on. 
 
I believe that I have achieved this through Sucker. I began with a simple but fun story, a 
young girl who hunts a monster in her woods. I then chose elements that I was very 
familiar with to flesh out the story, so that the production value could be the best I could 
achieve. I shot at my childhood home, where I had been living for 21 years, and I cast my 
10-year-old sister as the lead. Having an intimate knowledge of the major elements of 
production allowed me to create an intimate relationship with my film. Knowing my 
elements well helped me to be creative with my surroundings and try new and fun things I 
would not have been able to do otherwise. This helped to make the production not only 
enjoyable for myself, but also for everyone who worked on the film. 
 
Then, through post-production, we translated the fun we had making the film to the 
audience. From the beginning, Sucker was meant to be a light-hearted film that audiences 
could have fun with, a true form of entertainment. The final product exceeded our 
expectations and has received many positive responses from a variety of viewers. I can tell 
that people have fun watching the film, a realization of my goal for the film. 
 
Although I was required to produce Sucker as part of my cinema production major at 
Ithaca College, I am glad that I had the opportunity to make this film. It has helped me 
realize that where there is a place for heavily dramatic themes in filmmaking, but there is 
also a place and a need for films that audiences simply sit back and enjoy. I am proud that 
my crew and I could make such a film and I am grateful that Sucker can bring joy to 
whoever watches.  
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Biography 
 
My films are not mine. They are my audiences’. If the culmination of any of my work 
results in a film that only I can enjoy, then I have failed to achieve what I believe is my 
purpose in filmmaking. I give my audiences a date night, a cry after an upsetting day, a 
laugh to make them feel better, or a victory to make them feel triumphant. I always knew 
that I was called to help people, and to make them happy, but I never would have guessed 
that my calling would be so unique and inspiring. My passion to serve others has 
transformed into a passion for filmmaking.  
 
My journey began at a Star Wars convention. Ever since I was in grade school, Star Wars 
had been my favorite movie(s). In high school, I attended Celebration 3, a Star Wars 
convention in Indianapolis. Thousands of people were in attendance. During this event, I 
was able to experience how much effect one film could have on many people. It was that 
weekend that I realized I was destined to be a filmmaker. The puzzle pieces fell into place. 
I knew that if could produce a film that could affect a fraction of the amount of people that 
Star Wars had, I would be fulfilling that higher purpose in my life. 
 
After my revelation, I dove into my passion head on. I became president of the film club in 
my high school. In that position, I helped to expose people to brilliant works of cinema, 
and, with the help of other students, directed an original film. I decided to attend Ithaca 
College, from where I have graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Cinema Production, in 
order to continue making films. 
 
When I was accepted into the Roy H. Park School of Communications, I started directing, 
editing and producing films from my first semester. Now, I am continuing to produce more 
original works. Through a program at the school I was introduced to the city and the 
industry that would be my future home, Los Angeles and the film industry respectively. 
Ithaca College has allowed my passion to thrive, and everything I was taught, both inside 
the classroom and through experiences my education has opened up for me, helps my love 
for film grow. 
 
Through my education, I have learned about the dynamics of film, both technical and 
artistic, and I am discovering that my films can play significant roles in my life and the lives 
of others. I have enjoyed being able to make the films I have made and I am grateful that I 
have been given the opportunity and the passion to do so. I take pleasure in sharing my 
love of film with my audiences. It is through this relationship that the power of film is 
epitomized.  
 
In the future, I hope to take all that I have learned in filmmaking to become the best I can 
be. I plan to continue to produce films that give my audience enjoyment and have an 
effect on their lives. I know that my love for film will carry me to the calling that I am 
meant to fulfill. Filmmaking is my passion, and I intend to forever nurture it.     
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Filmography of Student Films 
 
Prodigal (2010, HD, 6 min., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director of Photography 
 A runaway teen finds comfort from a lonely antique shop owner, and 
  finds the strength to return home. 
 
New World In My View (2009, 16mm, 4 min. 30 sec., Color and B&W, USA) 
 Role: Director / Director of Photography / Editor 
 Music video to King Brit’s “New World in My View.”  
 
Study Break (2009, HD, 1 min. 50 sec., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director / Diretcor of Photography / Editor 
  A girl takes a break from her studies to release her inner child. 
 
Dimension (2009, HD, 6 min. 48 sec., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director of Photography 
 A grad student, obsessed with completing the research of his deceased father, 
 encounters a sign that his father may be closer to a cosmic revelation than anyone  
 could have thought possible. 
 
Love Thy Neighbor (2009, Mini DV, 19 min. 4 sec., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director / Editor 
 A film that explores the dynamics between homosexuality and the Catholic 
 Church. 
 
New Voicemail (2008, 16mm, 6 min. 30 sec., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director / Editor 
 A boy is obsessed with a romantic voicemail meant for someone else. 
 
Argument (2008, 16mm, 1 min., Color, USA) 
 Role: Writer / Director / Editor 
 A couple has an argument. 
 
Through Fire (2007, 16mm, 4 min., Color, USA) 
 Role: Writer / Director / Editor 
 A girl struggles to overcome problems with her faith. 
 
Dream? (2007, 16mm, 3 min., B/W, USA) 
 Role: Writer / Director / Editor 
 A student falls asleep during a film, and in her dream, the film becomes a reality. 
 
The Villain’s Club (2007, Digital Media, 70 min., Color, USA) 
 Role: Director  
 A film about the lives of well-known villains, and their time in high school. 
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 Thesis Cinema Production 
 
Sucker was produced as part of the requirements to fulfill Ithaca College’s Thesis 
Cinema Production course, the capstone class of the Cinema Production major.  
The Ithaca College course catalogue describes the class as such: 
 
 “Individual experience preparatory to graduate study and careers in 

cinema production. This course is designed to bring together ideas, 
processes, practices, and theories in the service of the production of a 
substantial work of cinema. Students will pursue an entire project 
from conception to completion, combining intensive preproduction, 
production, and post-production with in-depth instruction on lab 
work, distribution, and exhibition. Throughout the course, emphasis 
is placed on instructor, peer, and self-critique. In addition to 
completion of the final production, students are expected to generate 
an essay that situates their work within the history of the medium and 
contextualizes its relationship to current intellectual and creative 
debates.” 

 
Over the course of 15 weeks, students are required to produce a short film to 
screen at the end of the semester. They are encouraged to collaborate with other 
students, both in the class and outside the class, to conceive and construct a film 
that demonstrates the scope of the abilities they have received from four years at 
Ithaca College. Once a week, students present work they have done on their films 
in order to participate in class critique. Students also frequently meet with the 
professor for further critique in order to strengthen the effectiveness of their film. 
 
Sucker was produced throughout the Spring 2011 semester at Ithaca College, with 
help from funding raised through IndieGoGo.com, and premiered at the Thesis 
Cinema Production screening in May 2011.  Thirteen Ithaca College students were 
involved in the immediate production of the film, as well as others whose opinions 
influenced the way in which the film was produced. Sucker was among 31 films 
produced for the Spring 2011 section of Ithaca College’s Thesis Cinema 
Production.  


